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KEMMY VLADA] was flecing for his life when be
arrived in the United States from Kosovo. By 1999,
th region of Selbia had discolvad into civil war
The sconoemy was In shambles and nearly thrae.
uarters of the Rouses In Kenngs War-toem

netghborhood were destroved

Once peateful neighbars hed become enemies,
Palitical grudges ecarme vinlent, The chisd af
police wanted Kenny dead. Terrified for his life and
the Inves of his family, Kenny felt the bast way to
protect them was to flee. He made a narrow

escape and found his way to Ann Arbor,

Fenny struggied bo find & hormd, land a job

and bulld a life in Ann Arbor. One of his biggest
challenges was [saming a new language o he
could accomplish the most basic tasks in his

e COoRniry.

Fortunately, there was help in his comer, Washienaw
Literacy and his new emplover, Balloy, Inc, had
just started an English as a second language
tutarineg peogram. Eenny jumped at the chance

to recelve mitoring right at his workplace,

Kenny and his tutor, cowerker Lols Thompsan,
worked evary week to bulld the English skills

he needed on the job and at home, $enny
progressed rapldly and practiced his mnew skills at
every ooportunity. Kenny has come @ long way

since he first arrbeed o5 o refuges, He hos rounited

his farmily, & wife and four children, in Ann Arbor,
He iz studying compauters, Things are golng well

a1 wark

Sl one magor goal looms ahead — U5 Chizenship

Thie process i5 slow, but Kenny is determined,

Kaeriny, whed was nearly kilked By a policeman in
Kosrnan reralls a housh vdth the Aan Arbos force
Whiks drinvng, e aecidentally ram a s0op sign amnd
was pulled over by a police officer. 1t was a small
thimg. But his daughter, who had just arived in

this country, was terrified,

The officer let Kenny [+1=] withy awarr"lh‘lﬂ. Kenry
used the experlence to teach his daughter that the
police in this country are not like those in Kosowvo.,

Here, they are sworn to protect residents.

Eenny beleves deeply In this country's commit-
ment to protect its people at home and abroad
and in the liberty of its citizens. Those freedoms are
framed forever in the Constitution. And Kenny is
proud that soon he will be sseearing his alegiance
to the document — which he will be able to read
in itz original language.
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